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plications to Him alone for blessings at his hand, and for
his inercy through Christ.

There is much obscurity in the few first paragraphs.
The historical or biographical part begins at Lesson the
First, and continues throughout, only interspersed with
canticles in general referring to the incidents in the
narrative preceding each.

THE   SERVICE  OF  THOMAS  BECKET!.

Let them without change of vestments and without
tapers in their hands, proceed to the altar of St. Thomas
the Martyr, chanting the requiem, the chanter begin-
ning,

Req. The grain lies buried beneath the straw;

The just man is slain by the spear of the wicked;
The guardian of the vine falls in the vineyard,
The chieftain in the camp, the husbandman in

the threshing-floor.

Then the prose is said by all who choose, in surplices
before the altar.

" Let the Shepherd sound his trumpet of horn."
Let the choir respond to the chant of the prose after
every verse, upon the letter [super litteram].

1 The copies which I have chiefly consulted for the'purposes of the
present inquiry, are two large folio manuscripts, in good preserva-
tion, No. 1512 and No. 2785 of the Harleian MSS. in the British
Museum. The service commences about the 49th page, B. of No.
2785. This MS. is considered to be of a date somewhere about
1430. The first parts of the service are preserved also in a Breviary
printed in. Paris in 1556, with some variations and omissions. There
are various other copies in the British Museum, as well printed as in
manuscript.